
Activities/Resources in Canvas  
versus Moodle 

There are approximately 14 different types of Moodle course activities that can accessed when 
editing is turned on, and the link “Add an activity or resource is clicked.  An activity is something 
that a student will do that interacts with other students and or the teacher. Here is a description 
of the activities/resources found in Moodle and its comparable function in Canvas: 
 

Moodle Activity/Resource  Canvas Activity 

Assignments  Assignments​ (Grade activity) 

Calendar  Calendar 

Choice​, ​Feedback​, ​Questionnaire​, ​Survey  Quizzes > ​Surveys 

Blocks  Course Activity Stream 

Files  Files 

Certificate  Roll Call Badges 

Chat  Chat 

Forums  Discussions 

Grade Book  Grades/Gradebook 

External Tool  External LTI Tools 

Database  None (Could use Google Forms) 

News Forum  Announcements​ (Communication overview) 

Quizzes  Quizzes​ > Practice Quizzes (can be changed to 
another quiz type) 

Section Content (Topics, Weeks)  Modules 

Section Summary (Topics, Weeks)  Pages​ and ​Embedding Videos in Pages 

URL  External URL 

Glossary  Pages 

Lesson  Modules 

https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Activities
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40767-assignment-creation-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Calendar
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40768-calendar-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Choice_activity
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Feedback_activity
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Questionnaire_module
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Survey_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/68346-how-do-i-create-a-survey-in-my-course
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Blocks
http://guides.instructure.com/s/2204/m/4152/l/57071-what-is-the-course-activity-stream
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Working_with_files
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/130594-files-add-course-content-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Certificate_module
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/107413-how-do-i-use-roll-call-attendance-badges
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Chat_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40771-chat-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Forum_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40783-discussion-creation-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Grades_FAQ
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40790-gradebook-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/External_tool
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/254431-canvas-app-center-external-lti-tools-video
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Database_activity
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/News_forum
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/41171-communication-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Quiz_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40808-quiz-creation-questions-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40797-modules-creation-and-management-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40803-pages-creation-and-management-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/40719-how-do-i-embed-a-video-in-a-page-in-my-course
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/URL_resource
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/70926-how-do-i-link-to-an-external-url-in-modules
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Glossary_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40803-pages-creation-and-management-video
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Lesson_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40797-modules-creation-and-management-video


Book  Modules 

SCORM package  SCORM LTI 

Workshop  Peer Assessment 

Wiki  Pages 

Checklist  Class progress through Modules 

Rubrics  Rubrics​ (can be incorporated in all Assignments) 

Marking Guide  Rubrics 

Groups and Groupings  Groups 

None  Collaborations 

Enrolled users and Groups  People 

Section Links  Course Navigation links 

Attendance  Roll call Attendance tool​  and ​Grading 
Attendance 

Blogs​ and ​Journal  ePortfolio 

Scheduler  Calendar 

Stamp Collection  Roll Call Badges 

Turnitin Assignment  Turnitin ​LTI 

Video Resource/Assignment/Presentation  Kaltura ​LTI 

Saba Meeting Event  Conferences​ and ​Setup 

None  Speedgrader 

None  Syllabus 

None  Collaborations 

Quiz Reports​ (​Statistics​) and ​Logs  Course Analytics 

None  Outcomes 

Files  Insert websites or multiple files 

 
Note:    ​Glossary of ​Canvas terminology 

https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Book_module
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40797-modules-creation-and-management-video
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/SCORM_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/340211-how-do-i-import-scorm-files-as-an-assignment
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Workshop_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/54366-what-is-a-peer-review-assignment
https://docs.moodle.org/29/en/Wiki_activity
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40803-pages-creation-and-management-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Checklist_module
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4212/l/102802-how-do-i-view-modules-as-a-student
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Rubrics
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/402735-rubrics-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Marking_guide
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/402735-rubrics-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Groups
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40795-groups-creation-management-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/55281-what-are-collaborations
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Enrolled_users
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40805-people-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Section_links_block
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/63275-how-do-i-use-the-course-navigation-menu-as-an-instructor
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Attendance_module
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/107422-what-is-the-roll-call-attendance-tool
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/107414-how-is-roll-call-attendance-graded-in-canvas
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/107414-how-is-roll-call-attendance-graded-in-canvas
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Blogs
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Journal_module
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/40313-what-are-eportfolios-for-instructors
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Scheduler_module
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/61285-what-is-the-scheduler
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Stamp_collection_module
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/107413-how-do-i-use-roll-call-attendance-badges
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/41903-what-integrations-are-or-can-be-enabled-with-a-canvas-account
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4214/l/41903-what-integrations-are-or-can-be-enabled-with-a-canvas-account
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40772-conferences-overview-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/65961-how-do-i-use-the-conference-interface
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40817-speedgrader-overview-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40819-syllabus-overview-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/153174-collaborations-overview-video
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Quiz_reports
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Statistics
https://docs.moodle.org/30/en/Logs
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/40778-course-analytics-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4210/l/403667-outcomes-overview-video
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/41385-how-do-i-upload-zip-files-as-an-instructor
http://guides.instructure.com/m/4152/l/406967-where-can-i-find-a-list-of-canvas-terminology

